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FANLIGHT 
THE  

MCHA, in conjunction with the Shawnee Inn and Golf Resort and 

Hartzell’s Auction Gallery, will host an art and auction fund-raiser 

featuring the artwork of Frank E. Schoonover (1877-1972) and Cullen 

Yates (1866-1945). The exhibit is titled, “Artists of the Middle       

Delaware” and will be held Friday and Saturday, November 4 and 5, 

2011 at the Shawnee Inn and Golf Resort, 1 River Road, Shawnee-

on-Delaware, PA 18356. 
 

Frank E. Schoonover was born in Oxford, New Jersey. In 1896, he 

was accepted to the Drexel Institute, where he studied illustration 

under Howard Pyle. Schoonover became a part of the Brandywine 

School of artists, organized the Society of Illustrators based               

in Indiana, and helped to organize what is now the Delaware Art  

Museum. While Schoonover’s career was focused mainly on         

illustrations, he concentrated on painting beautiful landscapes of the      

Brandywine and Delaware River valleys from the 1940s until his 

death in 1972. 
 

Cullen Yates achieved national prominence as a landscape painter 

during his lifetime. A native of Bryan, Ohio, Yates studied in New 

York and Paris, moving to Shawnee-on-Delaware in 1908. Exhibiting 

beside Winslow Homer, John Singer Sargent, and Childe Hassam, 

and trained under William Merrit Chase, Cullen Yates’ subject matter 

and early style is tied to American Romanticism. His mid-career   

paintings show the bright color application of Impressionists, and 

thick impasto and brushwork of late Impressionism and the American 

“Ash Can” movement. 
 

There will be a private viewing and dinner reception held Friday,  

November 4, 2011 at 6:00 p.m. Guests will be treated to a special     

viewing with off-market purchase opportunities, and an intimate four 

course meal (menu p.4) surrounded by the artwork. The night will 

close with a raffle for a John E. Schoonover print. The cost of Friday 

evening is $100.00 per person and includes entry for the two-day 

event. 
 

The “Artists of the Middle Delaware” art exhibit and auction fund-

raiser gala event will be held throughout Saturday, November 5, with 

the galleries open from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  There is a $5.00 

entrance fee to view the artwork at this time. The galleries will then 

open again at 6:00 p.m. with hot and cold hors d’oeuvres. A cash bar 

will also be available. The live auction of artwork will start at 8:00 p.m. 

The cost for the evening auction gala event is $35.00 for MCHA 

members and $40.00 for non-members. All proceeds benefit the 

Monroe County Historical Association, a 501(c) 3 nonprofit             

organization dedicated to promoting, protecting and preserving the 

history of Monroe County, Pennsylvania.    
 

Event information: contact the Monroe County Historical              

Association, 570-421-7703 or visit www.monroehistorical.org.  
 

Auction information: contact Hartzell’s Auction Gallery.  

800-724-6808 or visit www.hartzellsauction.com.  
 

Overnight accommodations: contact Shawnee Inn and Golf Resort,  

1-800-742-9633 or visit www.shawneeinn.com. 

Artists of the Middle Delaware art event 
Committee hopes this year’s fund-raiser surpasses last year’s event  

 
Morning Light  

on  

River Bank  
 

Schoonover 

 
The Inn 

from 

Benekill 
 

Yates 
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MCHA Sponsors 
 

Many thanks to our Sponsors.  
Please let them know you             

appreciate their support of the 
Monroe County 

Historical Association. 
 

Small Business ($150.00) 
Bailey’s Steakhouse 

Dunbar Enterprises, Inc. 

Frailey Insurance Agency 

Huffman’s Electric 

Inn at Pocono Manor 

Smuggler’s Cove 

Strunk-Albert Engineering 

The Frogtown Inn & 6 Acres Restaurant 

The Stone Bar Inn 

Thomas Funeral Home 
 

Corporate ($250.00) 
A. C. Henning Enterprises, Inc. 

ESSA Bank and Trust 

KNBT, Division of National Penn Bank 

Newman, Williams, Mishkin, Corveleyn, 

Wolfe and Fareri                                         

PNC Wealth Management                           

Pocono Living Magazine 
Pocono Produce Company 

Shawnee Inn and Golf Resort 

Skytop Lodge 
 

Municipal ($250.00) 
Borough of East Stroudsburg 

Borough of Mount Pocono 

Borough of Stroudsburg 

Hamilton Township 

Middle Smithfield Township 

Pocono Township 

Smithfield Township 

Stroud Township 
 

Educational ($250.00) 
East Stroudsburg Area School District 

East Stroudsburg University of PA 

Northampton Community College 

Pocono Mountain School District 

Stroudsburg Area School District 
 

Contributor ($500.00 and more) 
PPL Electric Utilities - $1,000.00 

Rotary Club  of the Stroudsburgs 

 

The Monroe County Historical  

Association receives generous 

support from the 
 

Pennsylvania Historical & 

Museum Commission  
 

and the  
 

Monroe County  

Commissioners. 
 

Thank you! 

Calendar of Events 
November 4-5, 2011 

“Yates and Schoonover: Artists of the Middle Delaware” 
Art exhibit and Auction fundraiser 

Shawnee Inn  and Golf Resort, Shawnee-on-Delaware, PA 
 

November 19, 2011 
Historic Coalition of Monroe County Meeting 

10:00 a.m.  
Dutot Museum, 24 Main Street, Delaware Water Gap, PA 

 

November 24-28, 2011 
Office Closed 

Happy Thanksgiving! 
 

Thursday, December 8 and Friday, December 9, 2011 
Holiday Luncheon at the Stroud Mansion 

New this year, two seatings each day.   
Early Luncheon -11:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

 or  Late Luncheon - 1:00 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. 
Please see flyer for details 

 

Friday, December 16, 2011 
Holiday Concert at the Stroud Mansion 

7:30 p.m. 
Second floor of the Stroud Mansion (not handicap accessible) 

Free and open to the public 
 

December 24, 2011 through January 9, 2012 
Office Closed 
Happy Holidays! 

 

Sunday, February 26, 2012 
MCHA Annual Meeting and Awards Luncheon 

Noon to 4:00 p.m. 
Shawnee Inn, Shawnee-on-Delaware, PA 

Snow Date: Sunday, March 11, 2012 
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Welcome  
New Members! 

 

as of September 1, 2011 

 

 

Robert Burns 

Matthew J. Curran 

Susan Eckhart 

Thomas A. Fritz 

Raymond & Elizabeth Hynoski 

Kim Williams 

Danny Younger 

Celebration of  Monroe’s 175
th

  continues 
MCHA participates in county-wide events  

 

Benefits  

of Membership 
 

Pride in preserving the history of  

Monroe County 
 

Free Admission 

 to all MCHA sites 
 

10% discount in our Gift Shop 
 

The Fanlight, our newsletter, 

issued 6 times a year 
 

Volunteer Opportunities 
 

Genealogy Assistance 
 

Discounts on MCHA events 
 

Advanced notice of all MCHA   

programs, events, workshops 
 

Discount Research Assistance 

Two thousand eleven marks the 175th            

anniversary of the birth of Monroe County. Led by 

Monroe County Commissioner, Suzanne McCool, 

members of the 175th Committee have been  

working throughout this entire year to ensure both 

residents and visitors have numerous opportuni-

ties to learn about our rich history.  From         

participating in many community events to      

publishing a commemorative history book, the 

175th Committee has  spread the news success-

fully to thousands of individuals of the importance 

of preserving local history. 
 

Smithfield Township, Monroe County’s oldest 

township, held a Community Day on Saturday, 

September 17, to celebrate the anniversary. The 

historic 1795 Yeisley-Pierce cabin was open for 

tours. A video history of the township was shown in the Waterfront Park House. Actors toured 

the festival grounds portraying famous historical figures: Benjamin Franklin, George and Martha 

Washington, William Penn and others.  The 142nd Civil War re-enactors, Native American   

Lenape circle, German folk dancers, African dance troop and many others made the day     

entertaining and informative.  
 

In addition to the numerous community events that were held, a compilation of articles has been 

published in Monroe County 175th Anniversary, a commemorative book.  The book is available 

at the MCHA gift shop for $9.95 and makes a memorable keepsake.  Remember, MCHA   

members receive a 10% discount!  Stop by and get your piece of Monroe County history today. 

This year’s drawing will be held on Friday, December 16, 

2011, just in time for the holiday gift-giving season.    
 

The first place winner will receive a beautiful, natural stone, 

lemon quartz chunky necklace with a 14K gold clasp.  This 

one-of-a-kind necklace was donated by Findings Jewelry 

and Art Gallery of Stroudsburg and is valued at $795.00.  

The second place winner will receive a framed print of the 

Stroud Mansion by local artist, Dee Huxster, valued at 

$100.00, and the third place winner will take home a Liztech 

“Fanlight” pin, valued at $55.00.  

 

The raffle tickets are $5.00 each, or 5 tickets can be purchased for $20.00.   

Necklace highlights annual raffle 
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Membership Form 

Longtime MCHA volunteer, Anda 

Staab, works to clip out local      

obituaries from the newspaper.  

She places them in a scrapbook 

for use by genealogists in the 

research   library.  Obituaries 

give a wealth of information and 

are extremely sought after by 

anyone working to trace his/her 

family tree.  The obituaries in the MCHA library have been cut from the 

newspaper and glued into books since 1938. They are indexed by name 

and year. If you visit the Stroud Mansion on any given Thursday, chances 

are you’ll see Anda working to add to this unique reference material to the 

MCHA research library. 

     Ç   RENEWAL           Ç  NEW MEMBER 

Please check appropriate category. 
 

Annual Contributions  
(Includes Annual Membership Dues) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Name____________________________________ 
 
Address___________________________________ 
 
City_____________________________________ 
 
State ________________ Zip_________________ 
 
Telephone_____________________________________ 
 
E-mail________________________________________ 
 

Ç Please call me about volunteer opportunities. 
 

Please detach and mail to: 
Monroe County Historical Association 

900 Main Street 
Stroudsburg, PA  18360 

 

Referred by:______________________________________ 
 

Thank you for your support. 

Ç Patron $50.00 

Ç Supporter $100.00 

Ç Business $150.00 

Ç Corporation/Municipal $250.00 

Ç Contributor $500.00 

      LIFE  

Ç Individual Life Membership $1,000.00 

Spouse joining (Life)  at the same time   $500.00 

Ç Student $10.00 

Ç Individual $25.00 

Ç Family $35.00 

Ç Senior Individual (65 and over) $15.00 

Ç Senior Couple (65 and over) $20.00 

Volunteer works on project 

critical to genealogists 

 

Artists of the Middle Delaware  

Dinner 
 

Appetizer 
Pastry  filled with Clams, Shrimp, Mussels, and Snails  

topped with a Mushroom-sherry velouté  sauce 
 

Salad 
Bed of Fresh Field Greens topped with Duck Confit  

and a Poached Duck Egg, Apple Lardons and Feta Cheese  

tossed with a Raspberry-shallot Vinaigrette 
 

Choices of Main Course 
Grilled Quail stuffed with Apricots, Sausage and Mushrooms  

finished with a Cockburn Port-maple Glaze  

served alongside a Gold Potato Puree 
 

Dukkah Spice-crusted Lamb Chops drizzled with Mint Pesto 

 served alongside Roasted Almond Sun-dried Tomato Polenta 
 

Pistachio and Goat Cheese-crusted Salmon wrapped in Phyllo  

topped with Balsamic Pearls and served alongside a Spinach Risotto 
 

Dessert 
Peach Cobbler served with Chocolate Pavlova and Crème Chantilly 

 

 Wine will be served table side and a cash bar will be available.  
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MCHA Officers 
 

President -  Russell D. Scott lll 

Vice-President - Martin Wilson 

Secretary - Eugenia S. Eden 
 

Board of Directors 
 

Ruth Sibley Bensinger 

Charles Garris 

Joan B. Groff  

 Connie Mc Cool 

John Meixell 

Bonnie Rudeski 

Jennifer Harlacher Sibum 

George Warden 

James Werkheiser 
 

Executive Director - Amy Leiser 

Treasurer -  Patricia Saylor 

Newsletter Editor - Kathleen Boyle 

Museum Assistant - Halle Smith 

Bookkeeper - Margie Manner 
 

 

2011 Meetings 
 

The MCHA Board of Directors meets 
the fourth Tuesday of the month 

 at 7:00 p.m. at the Stroud Mansion.   
 

October 25 

November 29 
 
 

The mission of the  
Monroe County Historical Association 

 is to promote, protect and  
preserve the rich history  

of Monroe County. 

MCHA will host the annual “Holiday Luncheon at the Stroud Mansion” on Thursday, December 8 

and again on Friday, December 9, 2011.  New this year, there will be two seatings each day.     

Early Lunch will be held from 11:00 a.m. until 12:30 p.m. .and Late Lunch will be held 1:00 p.m. 

until 2:30 p.m.  
 

The Holiday Luncheon will be held on the second floor of the historic 1795 Stroud Mansion, 900 

Main Street, Stroudsburg. Please note, the second floor is not handicap accessible.  The building 

will be decorated for the holiday season and music will fill the air. The luncheon will be hot buffet-

style catered by the adult culinary students of the Monroe Career and Technical Institute.  This 

year’s menu will feature: mixed green salad with herb vinaigrette, sliced pork roast with applejack 

gravy, apricot cornbread stuffing, smashed red potatoes, fresh green beans, assorted breads and 

rolls and a selection of homemade desserts.  Complementary glass of wine, coffee, decaf and tea 

will be served at your table. The Stroud Mansion museum exhibit rooms will be open to those at-

tending the luncheon.  
 

The cost for the luncheon is $18.00 per person. Tickets must be purchased at the Stroud Mansion, 

900 Main Street in downtown Stroudsburg.  Please get your tickets early; seating is extremely 

limited for this popular event.  Tickets will NOT be sold at the door.   

Holiday Luncheon at the Mansion 

Purchase your tickets now! 

A workshop to create a holiday centerpiece will be 

held on Saturday, November 19, 2011 from 9:00 a.m. 

until 11:00 a.m. at the Stroud Mansion, 900 Main 

Street, Stroudsburg, PA.  
 

MCHA member and floral designer, Edward Gerhard 

will conduct the hands-on workshop. The cost for the 

workshop is $15.00 per person for MCHA members 

and $20.00 per person for non-members.            

Evergreens, the floral container and a taper candle will be provided.  Participants are encouraged 

to bring along any ribbon, berries and/or decorative trim to enhance their evergreen centerpiece. 

Light refreshments will be served.   
 

The workshop will be held on the second floor of the historic 1795 Stroud Mansion.  The second 

floor is not handicap accessible.  Due to limited space, only twenty people can be accommodated. 

Reserve your place early. Reservation with payment is required. 

Create a festive holiday centerpiece 
Holiday workshop at the Stroud Mansion 

Save the Date 
Victorian Tea Fund-raiser planned for Spring 2012 
 

The 20th Annual Victorian Tea will be held Sunday, April 29, 2012 at the Chateau Resort and      
Conference Center in Tannersville, PA.  Mark your calendar now and look for additional details 
about this exciting annual event in upcoming editions of The Fanlight. 

Attractive  and 
tasty  gift-
giving items 
will be for sale 

at the Holiday Luncheons. 
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Musings from the Mansion   Reporter in Residence, Monroe Mouse  
 
as told to Kathy Boyle           Illustrated by Joan Groff   

Local author and theater researcher, Roy Pipher, has created a web 

site to support his recent book, The History of Movie Theaters in 

Monroe County. The new site is www.MonroeCoTheaters.com. The 

site was developed to enable interested individuals to continue the 

dialog regarding historic theaters that were located in Monroe  

County. Information found at the web site includes general updates, 

corrections to the materials printed in the book, lists of materials 

(including photographs) still needed for further research and general 

information on local theaters.  Be sure to check out Mr. Pipher’s 

web site and get your copy of his book at the MCHA gift shop. 

Burr!  There is a chill in the air, frost on the ground, and leaves swirl-

ing.  Napping in the garden will no longer will be a daily occurrence.  

It's time to look for a relaxing activity to occupy blustery winter nights 

in the Mansion.  I think I know just the location to start my search.  

Success! Board games have always provided entertainment for  

families as long as I can remember.  If I keep a low profile, I don’t 

think the volunteers working here in the third floor toy room will even 

notice me.   
 

There is an amazing selection of games from which to choose.  Even 

more amazing is the fact many of the same games are still on store 

shelves today.  Perhaps they are a little more colorful and even   

electronic, nevertheless, they are similar to those of the late 1800’s.   

Tiddlywinks still delights young and old and was one of the first parlor 

games to become a fad. 
 

Historically speaking, many of these games reflected the times.  

Early automobiles inspired Touring.   Cards labeled “puncture” and 

“out of gas” slowed down players on their race to complete a 590 

mile trip. Of course Monopoly distracted individuals during play from 

the hardships of the Great Depression. 
 

Enough of this reminiscing, my city cousins will be arriving and a 

game must be chosen.  My choice is The Checkered Game of Life.  

Today, children would recognize it as The Game of Life available in a 

variety of formats. Of course the game’s designer’s name is synony-

mous with board games.  Milton Bradley entered board game      

manufacturing in 1860 under unusual circumstances. 
   

Bradley was a lithographer who was known for his portrait of      

Abraham Lincoln.  That all changed in 1860, when Lincoln grew his 

beard.  With his income significantly diminished, Bradley printed 

several   copies of a board game he designed.  The success of the 

game, The Checkered Game of Life, launched his career in the game 

business. The game reflected America’s fascination with wealth in 

Post-Civil War industrialization. 
 

Bradley was influenced by the German philosopher Fröbel’s theories 

on early education with a focus on the child’s vantage point including 

play, and arts and crafts. He published pamphlets on the kindergar-

ten movement which did not net profits. Educational games including 

Word Builder and Sentence Builder, watercolor sets and crayons 

were examples of his dedication to the new child-centered philoso-

phy of early childhood education.  
 

Well, I need to remember why I came to the third floor. Before I know 

it my cousins will be here. I had better set up the game board and 

start popping some corn for our treat. 

Board games - “What to do on a winter evening?” 

New web site supports research of  

Monroe County theaters 

The Education Committee is continuing to 

renovate  the textile exhibit and is   looking 

for a scutching knife, a scutching board, 

and a flax brake. If any MCHA members 

or others have any or all of these 

items and would be interested 

in donating them, please con-

tact the MCHA office.  Your 

help is greatly appreciated. 

Flax related items are 

needed for the textile exhibit 

http://www.MonroeCoTheaters.com
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 Taking MCHA into the Community   Amy Leiser, Executive Director  

As the Executive Director of the Monroe County Historical Associa-

tion, I am responsible for overseeing all aspects of the organization. 

From managing the museum and supervising the Elizabeth D.     

Walters research library to accounting for all financial activity and 

working with staff and a large group of volunteers, there are many, 

many facets to my job. I suppose I can’t forget about being a handy-

woman, janitor, artist, and housekeeper.  Those last few roles aren’t 

exactly spelled out in the job description, but they certainly come with 

the territory! 
 

I thoroughly enjoy the variety that each day as Executive Director 

brings.  One moment, I could be assisting a volunteer as we search 

through the storage room to locate a vintage Girl Scout uniform (yes, 

that’s an upcoming exhibit); the next moment I may be aiding a visitor 

in the library to provide her with the right resource for locating her 

long-lost ancestor. The next day, it would not be surprising at all for 

me to switch from planning the details of an upcoming fund-raiser in 

the morning to writing a grant for a specific project in the afternoon.  
 

One of the features of my job is public programing, specifically    

outreach aimed at the general public. Over the past several weeks, I 

have been extremely busy giving presentations that have taken me 

to every corner of Monroe County.  From area nursing homes,    

rehabilitation centers, a meeting of the Pennsylvania Association of 

Retired School Employees, to a class of East Stroudsburg University 

students, citizens of all ages have been exposed to our history over 

the past month. I enjoy having the opportunity to share our          

interesting history and wonderful stories with those who might not get 

a chance to step foot inside the Stroud Mansion. Of course, it is my 

hope that the audience is so interested, that each attendee decides 

to come for a tour, see a new exhibit, and/or conduct research. 
 

 

I find it especially interesting how I am received by the public when I 

wear a historical costume, especially my Civil War dress. The dress 

was custom-made for me by volunteer, Agnes Webb and tailored by 

volunteer, Bret Fowler.  When I wear it, people of all ages let down 

their guard, approach me, talk with me about my outfit, take my   

picture, and touch my costume to feel the hoop shirt underneath or 

the boning in my bodice.  The most common question I receive while 

in costume is, “Why did they wear all of that back then?” To this 

question, I often reply, “It was the style of the day. Why did we all 

wear plaid polyester bell-bottoms in the 1970s?” That usually gets 

great big smiles, and I then can explain my outfit and sneak in as 

much history about Monroe County during the Civil War as I can. 
 

Whether I give a formal presentation in a modern-day suit or dress in 

a costume at a special community event, I am able to reach out to 

the public and share a bit of Monroe County history.  Yes, my job has 

many, many facets, and I do get tired from time to time, but I wouldn’t 

trade it for anything. 

 
 

Executive Director, Amy 

Leiser wears  a Civil War 

dress for the Smithfield 

Township Community Day 

as part of MCHA’s com-

munity outreach (photo 

courtesy of Photography 

by Narlene). 

 

Worthington Golf Course Tractors, by Harley Collins is a new book that has been added to the Elizabeth 

D. Walters research library. The book focuses on the Worthington Mower Company established by 

Charles Worthington, the man who built what is now the Shawnee Inn and Golf Resort. C.C. Worthington 

organized the Shawnee Mower Company in Shawnee-on-Delaware in 1915. After building a new factory in 

Stroudsburg in 1920, the company was renamed the Worthington Mower Company. The company built 

mowers and tractors that were used throughout the United States and many foreign countries.  The book 

chronicles the evolution of the Worthington Mower Company until the 1940s, when the Jacobsen Manufac-

turing Company took control. 

What’s New? 
Book chronicles the Worthington Mower Company   Halle Smith, Museum Assistant 



 

Phone - 570- 421-7703 
Fax - 570- 421-9199 

E-mail address - mcha@ptd.net 
Web site - www.monroehistorical.org  

 

Stroud Mansion 
900 Main Street, Stroudsburg  

10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m., Tuesday - Friday 
10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m., 1st and 3rd Saturdays 

Tours daily at 11:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. 
 

Driebe Freight Station  
537 Ann Street, Stroudsburg  

Now serving as the headquarters                                         
of the Jacob Stroud Corporation 

Phone - 570-424-0325 
 

The Bell School 
Cherry Valley Road, Stormsville - Hamilton Township 

1:00 - 4:00 p.m., Sundays, July and August 
Other times by special appointment. 
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Visit the MCHA Web site at http://

monroehistorical.org and click on the facebook 

logo on the right.  Become a fan of the Monroe 

County Historical Association through your face-

book account today and be sure to suggest it to    

all of your friends.  

Has your address changed? 
 

If you have a new mailing address due to the Monroe County 

addressing project, please let us know.  We don’t want you to 

miss any of the exciting events, fundraisers, programs and 

workshops offered by MCHA.  Please contact Halle Smith by 

emailing your new address to mcha@ptd.net or by calling 

(570) 421-7703.   

New MCHA brochure is here 
Look for the new eye-catching  brochure in your  travels in 

Monroe County and the state.  Many of the photos were taken 

by local photographer, David. W. Coulter. The full-color   

brochure highlights all that MCHA has to offer. 


