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From the Executive Director

Amy Leiser

The Monroe County Historical Association was recently given a
wonderful collection of authentic kitchen items including cooking pots,
cutlery, plates, bakeware, and more.

All of the items displayed in our “Colonial Kitchen” exhibit belonged to
MCHA volunteer and Board Member, John K. Meixell. All sixty-one
pieces were on loan, and last month, John donated his entire
collection of Early American kitchen equipment to our organization.
Because of John's generosity, this amazing assortment of artifacts
can be enjoyed by all MCHA members and visitors.

Each artifact makes you step back in time — to when cooking was a
more daunting task than today. Think of the effort involved in simply
boiling water. You would have had to go to the well or spring to
collect water in a bucket, build a steady, hot fire, and wait patiently for
the water in an iron kettle to boil — and all for a cup of teal!

It's very difficult to pick a favorite item among the collection. From
the copper, freshwater mussel steamer to the wooden, hand-crank
apple peeler, each artifact has not only a function, but also a story to
share. Perhaps one of the most interesting and unique tools is a pot
scraper. This iron spoon-like instrument resembles a modern-day
spatula. It would have been used on a weekly basis to scrape all of
the baked-on food that had stuck to the bottom of pots. Over a long
period of time and with such routine use, the tool bent. Whoever the
cook was (or cooks were), we know she was right-handed, because
the scraper has a slight bend in it from the repetitive motion of the
user's having scraped so many pots over and over again.

One of my favorites is the grid iron grill
that has a decorative heart at the end
of its handle. It is those little touches of
craftsmanship that interest me. | enjoy
the thought that a blacksmith, while
forging a functional piece of kitchen
equipment, took the time to add a deli-
cate decoration to the piece, giving the
item new interest. At the time he
crafted this iron grill, 'm certain the

blacksmith had little idea that it would one day be in a museum where
hundreds of visitors would admire his handiwork.

Plan to visit the Stroud Mansion to see this amazing collection. One
of our visitors already confessed that our Colonial Kitchen exhibit was
“better than Williamsburg!” Well, that is certainly a complement!

The Colonial
kitchen display
in the Stroud
Mansion

Volunteer(s) needed
for special project

Special care must be taken to preserve the collection
now on display in the Stroud Mansion’s basement
exhibit space. To reduce the likelihood of rusting of
the iron artifacts, a dehumidifier must run 24 hours a
day. In addition to the dehumidifier, a thin coat of
wax has been brushed on the artifacts to seal out
moisture. MCHA is looking for a volunteer (or two!)
to help clean the exhibit space and wax the pieces.
Waxing the kitchen items must be done twice a year.
Please call the office if you can help. Several people
working for a few hours twice a year will really make
a difference in properly preserving these valuable
pieces. Thank you!




MCHA Sponsors

Many thanks to our Sponsors.

Calendar of Events

Please let them know you
appreciate their support of the
Monroe County
Historical Association.

Small Business ($150.00)
Bailey’s Steakhouse
Dunbar Enterprises, Inc.
Frailey Insurance Agency
Huffman’s Electric
Inn at Pocono Manor
Smuggler’s Cove
Strunk-Albert Engineering
The Frogtown Inn & 6 Acres Restaurant
The Stone Bar Inn
Thomas Funeral Home

Corporate ($250.00)
A. C. Henning Enterprises, Inc.
ESSA Bank and Trust
KNBT, Division of National Penn Bank
Newman, Williams, Mishkin, Corveleyn,
Wolfe and Fareri
PNC Wealth Management
Pocono Living Magazine
Pocono Produce Company
Shawnee Inn and Golf Resort
Skytop Lodge

Municipal ($250.00)
Borough of East Stroudsburg
Borough of Mount Pocono
Borough of Stroudsburg
Hamilton Township
Middle Smithfield Township
Pocono Township
Smithfield Township
Stroud Township

Educational ($250.00)
East Stroudsburg University of PA
Northampton Community College

Pocono Mountain School District
Stroudsburg Area School District

Contributor ($500.00 and more)
PPL Electric Utilities - $1,000.00
Rotary Club of the Stroudsburgs

The Monroe County Historical
Association receives generous
support from the

Pennsylvania Historical &
Museum Commission
and the

Monroe County
Commissioners.

_ - This event will feature historic games, activities,

i is asking for volunteers to share special talents, skills, interests

May 2010
Pocono Photo Club Exhibit
at the Stroud Mansion

The “Places and Faces” exhibit will hang for the month of May
in the second floor meeting room.

Saturday, June 5, 2010
Olde Time Fun in the Park
at the Driebe Freight Station

537 Ann Street, Stroudsburg
12:00 noon - 4:00 p.m. (Rain or shine)

" and crafts for children. The Education Committee

and/or to assist at the craft stations.
Volunteer and be part of the fun!

Monday, September 20, 2010
4th Annual Golf Tournament

Mountain Manor Golf Club - Details to follow

Sunday, September 26, 2010

Mntique Hppraisal Pay

1:00 p.m. t0 4:00 p.m.
Community Room, Eastern Monroe Public Library
$10.00 per item
Area appraisers will be available to tell you about
your antiques and their value.
Discover treasures you may already own!

Sunday, October 3, 2010
3" Annual 8K Run for History

$18.00 pre-registered participants/ $25.00 day of race
The race begins and ends at the Historic Antoine Dutot Museum and Gallery in Delaware
Water Gap. Enjoy the autumn scenery as the trail winds through beautiful Cherry Valley.

Fhant you!
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MCHA receives continued
funding from PHMC

The Monroe County Historical Association is very pleased
to announce that our organization will receive the $10,000
General Operating Support from the Pennsylvania Histori-
cal and Museum Commission in Harrisburg for the Fiscal
Year 2009-2010. The financial support from the PHMC's
grant program has provided invaluable assistance to our
organization since 1985 and is integral to the programs and
operations of the Monroe County Historical Association.

The Commonwealth’s budget for Fiscal Year 2008-2009 was $3,558 million; the 2009-2010
budget was slashed to $1,779 million. This funding supports the majority of the PHMC
grant allocation including general operating support for statewide organizations, museum
and historical organizations, projects, conferences, historical markers and technical
assistance.

All state agencies have experienced cuts in funding, but cultural and historical sites faced
some of the largest cuts. The MCHA budget was passed at the Annual Meeting and
Awards Luncheon in February with the $10,000 grant funding anticipated from the state.
Our annual budget for 2010 is $125,872.83. As you can see, we are an economical
organization, and the funds from the State make up 8% of our budget.

Monroe County Merchandising exhibit

Stop by the Stroud Mansion and see our new "General Store" display of interesting
advertising and promotional items from days gone by. A model of the Charles Robert
Dotter grocery store is featured, along with an assortment of branded items such as a
vintage fly swatter from East Stroudsburg National Bank, a can of Pocono Mountain
beer, A.B. Wyckoff children's coloring books, and a shoe polish cloth from the Penn
Stroud Motor Inn. You may find items that connect you with your youth!

Welcome
New Members!
as of March 1, 2010

e

Rick Bodenschatz
Norman A. Burger
Don & Kathleen Dellipriscoli
Steven & Josephine Freidman
Mary Ann Luton
Kenneth D. Roach
Barbara H. Seeman
Laura Volpe
Marie Zimmerman

Small Business
The Frogtown Inn & 6 Acres
Restaurant

Benefits of Membership

Pride in preserving the history of

Monroe County

Free Admission

to all MCHA sites
109% discount in our Gift Shop

The Fanlight, our newsletter,

1ssued 6 times a year
Volunteer Opportunities
Genealogy Assistance
Discounts on MCHA events

Advanced notice of all MCHA
programs, events, workshops

Discount Research Assistance
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Memberstip Forn | MCHA Intern
0 RENEWAL 0 NEW MEMBER Hello, my name is Laura Fiore
Please check appropriate category. and | am a SftUdelnt at East
Stroudsburg University. | am
currently a senior and will
Q Student $10.00 graduate with a major in Fine Arts
Q TIndividual $25.00 and a minor in Art History in a few
weeks.
Q  Family $35.00 . . 3
] . For my final semester, | was offered an internship position here at the
Q Senior Individual (65 and over) $15.00 Monroe County Historical Association. | was unaware of what exactly it
Q  Senior Couple (65 and over) £20.00 was | would be doing, but | knew it would be fun to spend a semester in a
historic building!
ﬂnnua[ Contributions | am a natural (almost compulsive!) organizer, so after having a tour of the
( Tncludes Annual Ql/lem6ersﬁip @ues) Stroud Mansion, | quickly offered my services to help arrange and
systematize certain collections held by MCHA. My first task was to clear,
Q Patron $50.00 package, label, and log family Bibles in the third floor storage room. This
task grew on me and | ended up cleaning out the entire storage room!
Q  Supporter $100.00 Executive Director Amy Leiser was happy and took the opportunity to ask
U Business $150.00 a local architect to view the current room and develop a plan to better use
Q  Corporation/Municipal $250.00 the space.
Q  Contributor $500.00 | would like to take this opportunity to apologize to all those who want to go
LIFE on the guided tour of the Stroud Mansion. Because of my ambition, it is
Q  Individual Life Membership $1.000.00 my fault the third floor exhibit space is temporarily closed. MCHA
volunteers Joan Groff and Connie McCool are now in the process of
Spouse joining (Life) at the same time $500.00 further sorting through the collections.
Name ) , . .
While the third floor closets are being cleaned and organized, | began to
Adiress work on the MCHA ledger collection in the Walters Library. It had been
over 16 years since the  ledger collection had been reviewed and
City reorganized and nothing was computerized. My need to organize again
kicked in and | quickly began to re-package and re-label each delicate
State Zip ledger in acid-free envelopes and log information regarding each ledger
into a database. | hope the computerized data and neatly-stored ledgers
Telephone , ) . . o
will provide easier access for those searching for a special piece of
E-mail Monroe County history.
Q  Please call me about volunteer opportunities. Although my intemship hours have
Ploase detach and mail to: been fu!filled, I haye .promised to
Monroe County Historical Association work unti the Igdgerjob IS, completed.
900 Main Street | am sure | will be meeting most of
Stroudsburg, ®A 18360 you in person over the summer, so
drop in and say hi!
Referred by:
Thank you for your support.

May - June 2010 4



The Monroe County Historical Association held its 18th Annual Victorian Tea and
Luncheon on Sunday, April 25, 2010. The rainy and foggy weather could not
dampen the spirits of our 339 guests who enjoyed a pleasant afternoon in the Moun-
tain View Ballroom at the historic Inn at Pocono Manor. Thank you to the MCHA
Victorian Committee for organizing a truly beautiful and successful event.

From the luncheon menu to the presentation, titled The Fabulous Flapper, everyone
certainly enjoyed the day. The Victorian Committee would like to extend a very
special thank you to Ellie Laubner for sharing her amazing collection of 1920’s
dresses and  accessories and also to Jacqueline Atkins, Curator at the Allentown
Art Museum, for assisting Ellie and allowing these textiles and jewelry to travel for

our event.

In addition to the luncheon and presentation, there were 65 desirable items in the
ticket auction. From gift certificates and collectibles to over-night stays and cook-
book gift sets, there was something for everyone. Thank you to the following indi-
viduals and businesses who donated to our auction: The Apple Tree, American Rib-
bon, Ashworth, Bass/lzod/Van Heusen, Kathleen Boyle, Brandywine River Museum,
Coldwater Creek, Crossings Premium Outlets, Detrick’s Vending, Carol Detrick,
Mildred Detrick, Dunkleberger’s Sport Outfitters, Dorothy Fabel, Gold Toe, Harry
and David, Hartstrings, Barbara Herting, Inn at Pocono Manor, Kitchen Collection,
Susan Kopczynski, Le Gourmet Chef, Lee Jeans Company, Amy Leiser, Liz Claiborne
New York, Liztech Jewelry, Maidenform, Audrey Mitchell, Mollie’s Restaurant, Olive
Garden Italian Restaurant, Polo
Ralph Lauren Factory Store, The
Potting Shed, Pure Day Spa, Maria
Purington, Reebok, Anne Robert-
son, Elaine Schiavone, Jennifer
Selby, Sparkle Car Wash , Anda
Staab, Lisa Steinmetz, C.M.T., The
Uniform Outlet, VIP Studios,
Agnes Webb, Lynda Williams,
Megan Williamson, Willow Tree
Woolrich.

Go to: www.moments4ever.com
Click on the Events Photo Tab

Enter the Key Word: MCHA

Click on the Event Name

Enter your name and e-mail address
Click on View Photos Tab.

Inn and

The Victorian Committee, Carol
Detrick, Mildred Detrick; Beverly
Kleinle, Audrey Mitchell, Maria
Purington, Lynda Williams and

If we may be of assistance, please
Contact VIP Studios
570-839-2020

iz

(%/ lé/yl/ .

Megan Williamson, is already

planning next year’s event. Look

OSSO BN [ 2SR [ 23S\ [ 2SS R\ /2 in future editions of The Fanlight
D SICND). UG, SUEND SN UGN for information on the 19

Annual Victorian Tea!

MCHA Officers

President - David B. Thomas
Vice-President - Martin Wilson
Secretary - Eugenia S. Eden
Treasurer - Patricia Sayler

Board of Directors

Ruth Sibley Bensinger
Charles Eyer
Charles Garris
Joan B. Groff
William Leonard Jr.
John Meixell
George Warden
James Werkheiser

Executive Director - Amy Leiser
Newsletter Editor - Kathleen Boyle
Museum Assistant - Halle Smith
Bookkeeper - Margie Manner

2010 Meetings

The MCHA Board of Directors meets
the fourth Tuesday of the month
at 7:00 p.m. at the Stroud Mansion.
May 25
June 22
July — no meeting
August 24
September 28
October 26
November 23
December — no meeting

The mission of the
Monroe County Historical Association
is to promote, protect and
preserve the rich history
of Monroe County.
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http://www.moments4ever.com/

Reporter in Residence, Monroe Mouse

Musings from the Mansion

Spring is here and there are stirrings throughout the Mansion. Win-
dows are being washed, rugs cleaned and walls painted. There is
something about spring that makes me think of new beginnings. | am
actually feeling guilty about not participating in all of the activity. Why
waste a beautiful day like today inside? | think | will venture into the
garden and see what is happening there. Perhaps there is something
to entice my many talents.

What's this lying on
the garden bench? It
may be a treasure
map. On closer look,
there is no X to mark
the treasure, but just
lots of circles and
numbers. This is
really a puzzle. It was

not until | saw a sheet
of paper caught up in
the lilac bush did |
realize that the mys-
tery paper was a diagram for an herb garden. Now this is exciting
and definitely a project where | could be extremely helpful. After all,

Herb Garden design by Ed Flory
Herb list (not shown) provided by
Shirley Young

herbs played such an important role in early homes. Fresh and dried
dill, rosemary, and fennel were always available to the cook. Mrs.
Stroud depended upon spearmint tea to soothe her children’s upset
tummies. Dried lavender was sure to be found among clothing
layered in a chest. Feverfew was a natural choice for repelling moths
and certainly appreciated for protecting painstakingly woven woolens.

The herb garden plans looked very ambitious, but the garden
volunteers need not worry. | will be there to lend a hand and,
definitely, my herb expertise. They will certainly want to know the
meanings of the herbs they intend to plant. For example: lavender
means devotion, thyme, daring and basil, love. Now to work. If | pay
close attention to the diagram for the herb planting, | should be able
to dig some of the holes for the new plants and maybe get a few
herbs into the ground. |

am so pleased with my

efforts, | think 1 will just

rest here in the garden

before retuming to the

Mansion. Won't the

garden volunteers be

surprised when they

return to the garden!

Herbal Wreath - Fun and

Easy!

Joan Groff

Planting, tending and harvesting
an herb garden offers so many
wonderful results! Beyond exer-
cise, fresh spices for your cooking
and the visual pleasure, the scents
and creative activities are almost
endless!

The simple little wreath project

may be extended to any shape or

size. Children can easily partici-
pate and learn about the uses of many herbs from parents and grand-
parents while working together, having fun. Perhaps several children
can make these as a party activity or a unique, handmade gift for
someone.

You will need:

¢ doughnut-sized circle of corrugated/heavy cardboard (recycle
what is around!)

¢ white glue

¢ small paintbrush

¢ assorted herbs and spices, dried

*  tweezers (optional, but helpful)

lllustration shown: bay leaves, whole cloves, whole allspice and
basil leaves

1. draw or trace a doughnut-size circle on the cardboard, making
sure the center hole is large enough to be clear and open when
done. (A good measurement might be: 4" diameter circle with a
1 %" diameter center hole.)

2. spread out your chosen herbs within easy reach, checking for
those torn or not wanted; layout the design you want to use
before working.

3. squeeze some glue on a saucer and add a few drops of water,
just enough to spread onto the circle with a paintbrush; begin
with less, then you can mix more!

4. using tweezers pick up and arrange the largest, longer herbs
first, turning the circle as you work to maintain balance; excess
glue and drips can be cleared quickly with a wet Q-tip; add glue
where needed with the paintbrush, layering and adding the rest
of the materials until you are satisfied. Watch out for too much
weight on the small circle! Smaller or crushed herbs may be
sprinkled on a glue area for color and texture, but can be harder
to remove if disliked!

5. let your work dry completely! Add your name/date to the back;
add a ribbon, twine or string to hang and enjoy!

TIP: check your old spices on the self that may be too poor for
cooking...instant art materials!
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Spring Appeal

Thank you to the many members and friends of the Monroe County Historical Association who have contributed to the Spring Appeal. Through
your generosity, $4,195 has been added to the General Operating Account.

This fund serves as the “all purpose” account for the organization and is used to keep the doors open at the Stroud Mansion Museum and
Library, the Driebe Freight Station and the Bell School. From paying our various utility bills to supporting staff salaries, the General Operating
account is an essential part of our organization.

Your contributions are greatly appreciated, and your gift to our annual fund drive, made out to MCHA, no matter what size, will further the
Monroe County Historical Association’s mission to promote, preserve and protect the rich history of Monroe County. Thank you again.

Rev. & Mrs. Thomas E. Anderman Alvin & Mary Hall PA Ski & Winter Sports Museum
Anonymous Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Hamblin Clint Palmer
Grace Amold HATT Louise Pipher
B.J. Bachman Margaret J. Heller William & Elsa Ramsden

Dorothy R. Baldwin
Bruce E. Bartholomew
Ralph & Eleanor Bender
Alex & Ruth Bensinger
Alvin C. Berger
Dieter & Hannelore Boehmer
Victoria Bradshaw
Camille A. Breslauer
Randall Brown
Jim Cahill
Stephen P. Carey
Michael Carroll
Audree Chase
Rev. William E. Dennis
Roberta S. Dodd
Dunbar Enterprises, Inc.
Eugenia S. Eden
Jessie Eisel
George A. Ellis
Robert Evans
Mr. & Mrs. Charles P. Eyer
Albert E. Fiacre, Jr.
Margaret Fitton
Frogtown Inn

Mary A. Henning
James N.J. Henwood
Frank & Barbara Herting
Jay E. & Barbara J. Huffman
Mr. & Mrs. Peter L. Kern
Roy Kleinle
Vertie Knapp
Susan Kopczynski
George & Mary Lambert
H. Kenneth & Jean Lee
Phillip D. Lee
John & Amy Leiser
Sandy Leiser
Ann Lichtenwalner
Rosemary C. Lockhard

Lombardo & Lipe Electrical Contractors,

Inc.
Helen A. Mackes
Mr & Mrs. Wolden Magann

Helen J. Marsh

Suzanne McCool
John K. Meixell
Sylvia F. Miller

Mr. & Mrs. Carl Moritz

George & Lois Reinhart
Paul Reisch

Mr. & Mrs. Donald S. Robinson

Rep. Mario Scavello
Esther Scott
Russell Scott, Il
Rep. John Siptroth
Halle Smith
Richard & Loree Smith
Lawrence Squeri
Anda Staab
Mr. Bruce D. Stoller
Samuel S. Stroud, Sr.
Jill Thatcher
Dave Thomas
Edward & Mary Lee Vican
Emma Jean Waltz
George Warden
Jim & Agnes Webb
Todd & Shirley Weber
Jean T. Weichel
Rose Ann Whitesell
Kyle Williams
Charles Wilson, CPA, DM

Mr. & Mrs. William T. Grumbine James & Constance Moyer

Please renew your membership!

If there is a colored dot near the mailing label of this newsletter, your membership has lapsed, and
this will be your last MCHA mailing. Please fill out the membership form (page 4) and renew today!
We wouldn’t want you to miss any of the exciting and unique programs, workshops, and fundraising
events we have planned. The Monroe County Historical Association values your continued
participation and support. Thank you.
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MONROE COUNTY HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

E-mail address - mcha@ptd.net
Fax (570) 421-9199
Web site - www.monroehistorical.org

Stroud Mansion
900 Main Street, Stroudsburg (570) 421-7703
11:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m., Tuesday - Friday
10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m., 1stand 3rd Saturdays
Tours daily at 11:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m.

Driebe Freight Station Art Gallery
537 Ann Street, Stroudsburg
Open for special events throughout the year.

The Bell School
Cherry Valley Road, Stormsville - Hamilton Township
1:00 - 4:00 p.m., Sundays, July and August
Closed Sunday, July 4, 2010
Other times by special appointment.

Wouldn't you like to see this newsletter in
color? Send us an e-mail at mcha@ptd.net
with "Fanlight" in the subject and we'll add
your name to the private distribution list.
Thank you for helping us to "go green!”

The Monroe County Historical Association
has a “fan” page on facebook and we
would love to have your support. Keep
up-to-date on all of the latest historical
happenings, events, fundraisers and
activities throughout Monroe County.

Visit the MCHA Web site at http://monroehistorical.org and
click on the facebook logo on the right. Become a fan of
the Monroe County Historical Association through your
facebook account today and be sure to suggest it to all of
your friends. See you on the web!
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