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 Musical instruments have been used during military campaigns for 

centuries, and the American Civil War was no exception. Drums were 

especially important in field army operations, providing not only 

marching instructions but also motivational cadences for the infantry 

soldiers. The field band usually consisted of three instruments: the 

bass drum, the snare drum, and the cymbals. This bass drum, owned 

by MCHA, measures twenty-five inches tall and has a diameter of 

twenty-four and one half inches. Due to its large and awkward size, 

the bass drum was also known as a barrel drum. The production of 

drums greatly increased during the Civil War. Three major cities, 

Philadelphia, New York and Boston, led the country in drum         

manufacturing and often placed their labels on the interior of the 

drum. A small peep-hole was placed on the side of the drum to view 

the manufacturer’s label. Since there is no identifying label on our 

drum, we do not know its place of origin. 

George C. Strunk (1843-

1924), of Shawnee-on-

Delaware in Smithfield   

Township, carried this drum 

for the Union Army during the 

Civil War. At age 18, George 

was an older member of the 

band. Most young men who 

played in military bands were 

no older than 16 and enlisted 

with the support of their    

parents. George C. Strunk 

served as a private in     

Company G, 215 Regiment. 

Civil War drum highlights new exhibit 

 

The Monroe County Historical Association is pleased to announce receiving 

the 2011 Small Museum Collection Care grant of $1500 from the Costume 

Society of America, a national organization that focuses on advancing the 

global understanding of all aspects of dress and appearance and stimulating 

scholarship and encouraging study in the rich and diverse field of costume. 
 

The Small Museums Collection Care Grant is intended to assist the costume 

and textiles’ collections of small museums and historical organizations that 

have very limited budget and staff.  The funding is used to support the care, 

conservation, and/or exhibition of costumes and textiles that have historic, 

regional or other significance and are intended for preservation. 
 

The grant money will be used by MCHA to purchase shelving, archival textile 

boxes and acid-free tissue paper for the collections so the museum items will 

be more accessible and properly preserved while maintaining a more correct 

conservational storage area.  MCHA has a Collections Committee made up of 

volunteers with a vast knowledge of textiles, fabric and costumes.    
 

We are very pleased and honored to have been chosen as this year’s        

recipient.  Look for updates in future editions of The Fanlight to learn about the 

treasures we hope to uncover as we work to better organize our amazing  

collection of textiles and costumes. 

MCHA receives grant from CSA 

 

Executive Director Amy Leiser and 
MCHA Volunteer and free-lance costume   
restorer, Bret Fowler display grant     
certificate. 
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MCHA Sponsors 

 

Many thanks to our Sponsors.  
Please let them know you             

appreciate their support of the 
Monroe County 

Historical Association. 
 

Small Business ($150.00) 
Bailey’s Steakhouse 

Dunbar Enterprises, Inc. 

Frailey Insurance Agency 

Huffman’s Electric 

Inn at Pocono Manor 

Smuggler’s Cove 

Strunk-Albert Engineering 

The Frogtown Inn & 6 Acres Restaurant 

The Stone Bar Inn 

Thomas Funeral Home 
 

Corporate ($250.00) 
A. C. Henning Enterprises, Inc. 

ESSA Bank and Trust 

KNBT, Division of National Penn Bank 

Newman, Williams, Mishkin, Corveleyn, 

Wolfe and Fareri                                         

PNC Wealth Management                           

Pocono Living Magazine 
Pocono Produce Company 

Shawnee Inn and Golf Resort 

Skytop Lodge 
 

Municipal ($250.00) 
Borough of East Stroudsburg 

Borough of Mount Pocono 

Borough of Stroudsburg 

Hamilton Township 

Middle Smithfield Township 

Pocono Township 

Smithfield Township 

Stroud Township 
 

Educational ($250.00) 
East Stroudsburg Area School District 

East Stroudsburg University of PA 

Northampton Community College 

Pocono Mountain School District 

Stroudsburg Area School District 
 

Contributor ($500.00 and more) 
PPL Electric Utilities - $1,000.00 

Rotary Club  of the Stroudsburgs 

 

The Monroe County Historical  

Association receives generous 

support from the 
 

Pennsylvania Historical & 

Museum Commission  
 

and the  
 

Monroe County  

Commissioners. 
 

Thank you! 

Calendar of Events 
 

Bell School Summer Hours 
Sundays in July and August, 1:00 - 4:00 p.m. 

 

Saturday, August 20, 2011 

Historic Coalition Meeting 
10:00 a.m., Appenzell One-room  School House 

The history of Pocono and Jackson Townships presented by Jim Werkheiser 
Attendees should bring a chair - in case on inclement weather  
the meeting will be moving to neighboring St. Marks’s Church 

 

Saturday, September 3, 2011 

Stroud Fest 
Look for the MCHA table at this downtown Stroudsburg all-day event. 

This event will feature activities and crafts for children in the Stroud Mansion garden 
and free tours of the historic Stroud Mansion.  

 

Sunday, September 18, 2011 

Dollie and Me Tea at the Stroud Mansion 
1:00 - 3:00 p.m. 

“Daisy, the doll that has come to life.” 
Celebrating the Daisy Doll’s 100th birthday 

 

November 4-5, 2011 

“Yates and Schoonover:                                                           

Artists of the Middle Delaware” 

Art exhibit and Auction 
Shawnee Inn  and Golf Resort, Shawnee-on-Delaware, PA 

Details to follow. 

We are still accepting donations to defray the cost of installing a state historical roadside marker 

to recognize the Marshalls Creek mastodon that was excavated from a peat bog in Marshalls 

Creek in 1968.  MCHA has partnered with The State Museum of Pennsylvania in Harrisburg to 

erect the blue and gold state roadside historical marker. The marker, documenting this        

archaeological significant find, will be placed along Route 209 north in 

Middle Smithfield Township.  Donations, made out to MCHA in any 

amount, would be greatly appreciated. If funding is secured, officials 

from the State Museum and MCHA plan to dedicate the roadside    

marker on National Fossil Day, October 12, 2011. We need to raise an 

additional $600.00 by August 25, 2011. For more information, please 

call the MCHA office at 570-421-7703. 

Donations needed to install roadside 

marker 

The Marshalls Creek mastodon  is on display at the 
State Museum in Harrisburg. 
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Welcome  
New Members! 

 

as of June 1, 2011 

 

 

John H. Abel 

John, Iren, and Eszter Hiscott 

Kay B. Lopez 

John J. Miller 

Judy Rogers 

 

 

Member-get-a-member 
 

 

Ron and Elizabeth Cortright 
Agnes Webb 

From the Executive Director 

Volunteers make a difference 

Benefits  

of Membership 
 

Pride in preserving the history of  

Monroe County 
 

Free Admission 

 to all MCHA sites 
 

10% discount in our Gift Shop 
 

The Fanlight, our newsletter, 

issued 6 times a year 
 

Volunteer Opportunities 
 

Genealogy Assistance 
 

Discounts on MCHA events 
 

Advanced notice of all MCHA   

programs, events, workshops 
 

Discount Research Assistance 

At February’s Annual Meeting and Awards Luncheon, the membership approved the 2011  

budget for our organization. This year’s budget is $120,291.94.  This figure is $5,580.69 less 

than last year’s budget.  Needless to say, the Monroe County Historical Association operates on 

a bare-bones budget. This money is used for everything from paying the electric bill to           

purchasing archival sleeves to protect delicate paper archives in the library.  With a budget so 

small, every penny counts and the day-to-day operations of the organization are monitored very 

closely.  Still, even with meager funding, MCHA accomplishes a great deal of projects and is 

able to maintain our mission to promote, protect, and preserve Monroe County’s history.  How 

do we do it?  One word – VOLUNTEERS! 

Volunteers do so much.  Here is just a sample: 

Offer tours 
Assist researchers 

Paint 
Hang artwork 

Re-hang artwork 
Catalog and organize the library 

Dust 
Bake desserts for events 

Develop lesson plans 
Sell raffle tickets 

Vacuum 
Index reference books 

Review museum’s collections 
Write articles 

Clean bathrooms 
Sew curtains 

Serve on committees 
Play music for events 

Take minutes at meetings 
Develop new fundraisers 

Mount exhibits 

Maintain the gardens 
Serve on the Board of Directors 

Fold newsletters 
Perform light office duties 

Work at booths during community 
events 

Offer expertise 
Design room exhibits 

Complete computer and office work 
Make repairs 

Serve as handymen (and women!) 
Proofread 

Move boxes 
Clip newspaper items for library 

Shovel snow 
Wash dishes 

Decorate for the holidays  
AND 

RECRUIT MORE VOLUNTEERS  

As you can see, volunteers do so much and provide thousands of hours to MCHA.  Our                  

organization would not be where we are today without the support of these fine people.  In addition 

to our MCHA volunteers assisting a non-profit organization, friendships have grown.  Our            

volunteers, by working together for a great cause, have developed lasting and meaningful                

relationships with staff and each other.  The MCHA volunteers truly are a family who cares not only 

for the health of the organization, but for one another as well. To all of the MCHA volunteers, thank 

you for your support, friendship, and enthusiasm – you are appreciated! 

 

Please note, there is always room for more volunteers.   
If you have a special skill and  

are  willing to donate your time and talents, please reach out.   
Your help would be most welcome. 

Amy Leiser 
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 Membership Form 
Volunteers have been 

improving the MCHA 

library by leaps and 

bounds.  Led by retired 

E a s t  S t r o u d s b u r g      

Universi ty l ibrar ian, 

Elaine Ackroyd-Kelly, the 

library and archives are 

q u i c k l y  b e c o m i n g        

organized, computerized 

and more user-friendly. 

Elaine assists Phyllis 

Williams who enters the 

book information data into 

the computer database, 

Diane Mack prints labels, 

moves books from one shelf to another (and then back again!) and Evelyn 

Smith places labels and label protectors on the spines of our reference 

materials. 

This project could not be done without the expertise and enthusiasm from 

these dedicated ladies.  The library cataloging project has been an       

ongoing cooperative effort between the MCHA and the staff at the Eastern 

Monroe Public Library.  Thank you to everyone involved who is working to 

ensure the public has greater access to our important records, files and 

books.   

        RENEWAL             NEW MEMBER 

Please check appropriate category. 
 

Annual Contributions  
(Includes Annual Membership Dues) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Name____________________________________ 
 
Address___________________________________ 
 
City_____________________________________ 
 
State ________________ Zip_________________ 
 
Telephone_____________________________________ 
 
E-mail________________________________________ 
 

 Please call me about volunteer opportunities. 
 

Please detach and mail to: 
Monroe County Historical Association 

900 Main Street 
Stroudsburg, PA  18360 

 

Referred by:______________________________________ 
 

Thank you for your support. 

 Patron $50.00 

 Supporter $100.00 

 Business $150.00 

 Corporation/Municipal $250.00 

 Contributor $500.00 

      LIFE  

 Individual Life Membership $1,000.00 

Spouse joining (Life)  at the same time   $500.00 

 Student $10.00 

 Individual $25.00 

 Family $35.00 

 Senior Individual (65 and over) $15.00 

 Senior Couple (65 and over) $20.00 

Volunteers work in MCHA library 

 

What’s New? 
The MCHA library has a new and wonderful resource available for         

genealogists – a transcription of the headstones from Laurelwood         

Cemetery.  This large cemetery, located in South Stroudsburg, was       

compiled by MCHA member Janet Niceforo and cataloged by new MCHA 

member, Barbara Sobkowiak . 
 

Janet worked for years walking the cemetery and to carefully transcribing 

the information on each headstone and Barbara just completed typing  

hundreds of names for the index.  This information is invaluable and we are 

pleased to have it available for our researchers.  

 

MCHA volunteers Elaine Ackroyd-Kelly 
and Phyllis Williams enter book infor-
mation into the computer library database.  
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MCHA Officers 
 

President -  Russel D. Scott lll 

Vice-President - Martin Wilson 

Secretary - Eugenia S. Eden 
 

Board of Directors 
 

Ruth Sibley Bensinger 

Charles Garris 

Joan B. Groff  

 Connie Mc Cool 

John Meixell 

Bonnie Rudeski 

Jennifer Harlacher Sibum 

George Warden 

James Werkheiser 
 

Executive Director - Amy Leiser 

Treasurer -  Patricia Saylor 

Newsletter Editor - Kathleen Boyle 

Museum Assistant - Halle Smith 

Bookkeeper - Margie Manner 
 

 

 
2011 Meetings 

 

The MCHA Board of Directors meets 
the fourth Tuesday of the month 

 at 7:00 p.m. at the Stroud Mansion.   
 

August 23 

September 27 

October 25 

November 29 

 
 

The mission of the  
Monroe County Historical Association 

 is to promote, protect and  
preserve the rich history  

of Monroe County. 

On Tuesday, June 21, a crowd of interested 

citizens gathered at Courthouse Square in 

downtown Stroudsburg to help re-dedicate two 

Civil War cannons.  Led by Suzanne McCool, 

the Monroe County Commissioners held the 

ceremony at 1:30 p.m. to recognize Monroe 

County veterans who served in the Civil War.  

Forty-three local men died during the conflict. 

The cannons had been dedicated last May, but 

suffered damage following an automobile   

accident that occurred late last year.  
 

Speeches were made by James Werkheiser, 

MCHA Board member and volunteer; John 

Abel, MCHA member; and Sherri Chambers, a 

descendant of Amos Huff who served in the 

U.S. Colored Troops 8th regiment.   
 

While only one of the cannons was destroyed 

following last year’s accident, the                

Commissioners had both of the cannons    

refurbished.  Next time you are traveling 

through Courthouse Square, stop and take a 

moment to view these important pieces of 

Monroe County’s history. 

Civil War cannons rededicated 

Members of the MCHA Art and Auction 

Committee are planning this year’s big 

event. This fundraiser will once again be 

held at the beautiful Shawnee Inn and Golf 

Resort, November 4-5, 2011.  The         

exhibition is titled “Yates and Schoonover, 

Artists of the Middle Delaware” and will 

feature the artwork of Cullen Yates and 

Frank Schoonover.  Artwork will be      

displayed in three rooms in the Shawnee 

Inn.  The committee is working to secure 

artwork for display.  If you would like to 

show a piece from your personal collection 

for this special weekend event, please 

contact John Hartzell at Hartzell’s Auction 

Galley of Bangor at 610-588-5831 or      

800-724-6808. 

James Werkheiser stands next to one of 

the refurbished Civil War cannons. 

 

Art and auction committee plan fall event 

“Winter” by Cullen Yates owned by MCHA 
and will be on display in November. 
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 Musings from the Mansion   Reporter in Residence, Monroe Mouse    

Beat the Drum 
Education Committee needs coffee cans 
 

The MCHA Education Committee is working on a craft for children to help commemorate the 150th anniversary of the 

start of the Civil War.  Joan Groff created a template of a drum that can be taped around a coffee can. The Committee 

is asking you to donate your empty metal 11 oz. coffee cans with lids. Children will color the template, tape it to the 

can, and have their very own Civil War drum.  Please drop off your coffee cans at the Stroud Mansion, 900 Main 

Street, Stroudsburg.  Thank you for your help! 

I never cease to be amazed at what I learn on a daily basis at the 

Stroud Mansion. In mid-June, I was struck by the activity in the        

Meeting Room on the second floor of the Mansion.  From the hearth, 

I observed the placement of strange wire structures throughout the 

room - really not that interesting!  However, the following day the 

whole scene had changed.  Now, I knew I would be occupied for 

some time learning about what I ascertained was a new exhibit - in 

fact, it was two distinct exhibits. 
 

One display dealt with railroads and the other was an extensive   

collection of postcards and brochures of the Poconos as a vacation 

venue.   I opted to devote my attention to the vacation photos first 

since this is the traditional time of year for getting away.  I recall that 

many wealthy Philadelphia Quakers endured the two-day journey to 

the mountains even as early as the 1820’s to experience the healthy 

climate and striking natural beauty of the area.  The Kittatinny Hotel 

built in 1829 by Antoine Dutot in what is now Delaware Water Gap 

was a sought-after destination.  Its location took advantage of the 

magnificent work of nature, the gap carved out of the mountains by 

the Delaware River. 
 

The destinations pictured on the postcards were nothing like the 

guest houses and hotels of by-gone eras.  Apparently, over the 

years ,vacationing had become a major part of the economy of the 

Poconos.  From the variety of resorts, restaurants, gifts shops, and 

entertainment, it was evident that Pocono vacations were a major 

source of income for many year-round residents. 
 

By the 1960’s, large scale resorts became a 

part of the Pocono scene along with the  

major inns that were founded at the            

beginning of the twentieth century.  The          

locations marketing to newlyweds drew the 

national media to the Pocono scene.            

Heart-shaped bathtubs appeared in leading 

magazines and increasing amenities and 

major entertainment personalities drew          

newlyweds from metropolitan areas within 

driving distance to the Poconos.  Other    

resorts catered to families with activities that would appeal to all age 

groups.  Hats, mugs, candles, and novelties featuring the Pocono 

Mountains of Pennsylvania were inevitably packed in suitcases to 

take home to family and friends.  Restaurant menus ran the gamut 

from ham and eggs in the pan to gourmet meals.  There was      

something for everyone! 
 

All of the above visible evidence of the time period was a revelation to 

me, but what really caught my attention were the conversations about 

the exhibit by visitors.  All who lived in the area during the exhibits’ 

time frame had memories. Couples who honeymooned here,           

individuals who worked in the resorts and shops, and all who simply 

lived in the area waxed nostalgic of those “Good Old Days.”  If you 

fall into any of these categories, you must stop by the Mansion by 

July 29.  And if possible, please bring a friend to share your          

memories.     
 

Remember, the Railroad exhibit is just across the room with                 

marvelous photos of transportation that, for so many years, was  

responsible for getting our visitors to their destinations. 

 
 
For additional information on Pocono Resorts: Squeri, Lawrence. 
Better in the Poconos. University Park, Pennsylvania, The          
Pennsylvania State University Press, 2002.  Available for reference  
in -house at the Stroud Mansion and Eastern Monroe Public Library 
Local History Room, and on the web. 

 
 
 
The red fiberglass 
heart-shaped tubs 
went for $300 each 
at the Mount Airy 
auction in March 
2005 
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Can You Hear Me, Monroe County?  
A History of Telephone Service in Monroe County                                 Halle Smith, Museum Assistant 

In 1892, Edwin Peters, owner of the Peters House in Bushkill, drove by horse and 

buggy to New York City to purchase materials for a telephone line. He planned to 

connect his hotel with the Delaware, Lackawanna and Western Railroad to better 

serve guests once they arrived at the station. Just one year later, home telephone 

service was introduced in Monroe County with the granting of a charter to the 

Stroudsburg and Bushkill Telephone Company on November 2, 1893.  
 

The Stroudsburg and Bushkill Telephone Company first shared an office with the 

Times Democrat newspaper at 504 Main Street, Stroudsburg. Once business  

increased, the company relocated to North Sixth Street. In 1926, the Bell           

Telephone Company of Pennsylvania purchased the Stroudsburg and Bushkill 

Telephone Company, and in 1930 the Bell Telephone Company opened a central 

office building which still stands today, at the corner of Seventh and Ann Streets. 
 

The Can You Hear Me, Monroe County? exhibit features telephones and accessories from the late 1800s to present day. Stop in the Mansion 

and see the “Elliot” telephone, the first telephone used in Stroudsburg, as well as some cell phones from the late 1990s.  The phone exhibit will 

run through October 28, 2011.  Don’t miss it!  

 

The Monroe County Historical Association is pleased to announce a dual exhibit featuring local 

photographs, postcards and advertising material from the collection of Al Koster. The exhibit will 

be at the Stroud Mansion through July 29, 2011. 
 

The first display, titled Monroe County Places Past, features an assortment of photographs,   

brochures, postcards and promotional materials of local businesses taken by Al Koster for his 

company, Pocono Scenicards & Photographics.  The second display, titled Passenger Railroads 

in Monroe County, PA, is a set of 

railway images owned by Mr. Koster.  
 

The fee to view this exhibit is $2.00 

per person. The Monroe County 

Places Past  and Passenger         

Railroads in Monroe County, PA 

exhibit, is located on the second floor 

of the historic Stroud Mansion, which 

is not handicap accessible. Be sure 

to stop by to view this great             

            collection!  

 

Postcard and photograph collection 

exhibit rekindles memories 

Remember When... 



 

Phone - 570- 421-7703 
Fax - 570- 421-9199 

E-mail address - mcha@ptd.net 
Web site - www.monroehistorical.org  

 

Stroud Mansion 
900 Main Street, Stroudsburg  

10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m., Tuesday - Friday 
10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m., 1st and 3rd Saturdays 

Tours daily at 11:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. 
 

Driebe Freight Station  
537 Ann Street, Stroudsburg  

Now serving as the headquarters                                         
of the Jacob Stroud Corporation 

Phone - 570-424-0325 
 

The Bell School 
Cherry Valley Road, Stormsville - Hamilton Township 

1:00 - 4:00 p.m., Sundays, July and August 
Closed Sunday, July 3, 2011 

Other times by special appointment. 

MONROE COUNTY HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION 

NON-PROFIT 

U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 

STROUDSBURG, PA 

PERMIT NO. 336 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

900 Main Street 
Stroudsburg, PA 18360 

 

The Monroe County Historical Association 

has a “fan” page on facebook and we 

would love to have your support.  Keep   

up-to-date on all of the latest historical 

happenings, events, fundraisers and    

activities throughout Monroe County.   
 

Visit the MCHA Web site at http://monroehistorical.org and 

click on the facebook logo on the right.  Become a fan of 

the Monroe County Historical Association through your 

facebook account today and be sure to suggest it to all of 

your friends. See you on the web!  

 

Wouldn’t you like to see this newsletter in 

color?  Send us an e-mail at mcha@ptd.net 

with “Fanlight” in the subject and we’ll add 

your name to the private distribution list.  

Thank you for helping us to “go green!” 


