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FANLIGHT 
THE  

 
At the end of May, I was 

lucky enough to attend 

the 2010 Statewide   

Conference on Heritage 

in Harrisburg.  Over the 

three-day conference, I 

attended fascinating  

lectures, workshops, and 

presentations.  It was a 

great opportunity not only 

to catch up with         

colleagues but to network 

and meet new people 

working to preserve all 

aspects of Pennsylvania’s 

history.  Lectures ranged 

on a variety of historically-

themed topics, and I enjoyed learning something new at each       

presentation. 
 

From learning about teardowns of historic homes to the                 

archaeological evidence left behind by enslaved African-Americans, 

there was a great deal of information to absorb. I became particularly 

interested in one lecture session that focused on historic signs and 

how managers balance the continued use of these treasures with 

public safety.  I was extremely interested in a group of individuals 

working to preserving Keystone Markers throughout the state. 
 

The Keystone Markers program began in the 1920s; the markers 

were produced and installed by the Department of Highways, the 

predecessor of today's Pennsylvania Department of Transportation.  

Keystone Markers were made of cast iron and were originally painted 

with a dark blue background and gold lettering representing        

Pennsylvania’s colors.  Mounted on a dark blue-painted cast iron 

fluted post, the Keystone Markers were placed at the boundary of a 

town. These markers, featuring Pennsylvania’s symbol, the keystone, 

gave the following information: distance to the next town, some bit of 

information about the town’s name, and the year in which the town 

was founded.  According to historical records, the Markers program 

ended in 1942. 

The markers associated with the Keystone Marker Trust are different 

than those sponsored by the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum 

Commission.  The PHMC's markers are different in shape, color, 

history, and purpose and are used to denote historic events, people, 

and sites (see page 3).  
 

As I attended the presentation, I was mentally reviewing every corner 

of Monroe County trying to remember if I had seen one of these 

markers.  I thought that if some 

Monroe County towns or    

villages had such a sign     

welcoming visitors to their  

respective communities, I      

certainly would have seen it? 

Right?  As I sat in the audience 

watching the images of other 

markers located throughout the 

Commonwealth, I could not 

think of any Keystone Markers 

in Monroe County.  I knew I 

had seen one along Route 

209N, but that was at        

Dingman’s Ferry, Pike County.  

I had also seen one in Hawley, 

Wayne County.   
 

After the presentation, I went up to the front of the room to check the 

reference book for the current list of Keystone Markers in            

Pennsylvania.  To my surprise, the Trust has no recorded Keystone 

Markers located in Monroe County.   
 

As I learned in the lecture, almost every town in PA had these road-

side markers.  In fact, most towns had four Markers.  Where are Mon-

roe County’s?  When I arrived back to work at the Stroud Mansion, I 

started looking through our archives and I did find a copy of an article 

about Effort, Monroe County from the Philadelphia Inquirer Magazine 

of December 11, 1960.  In the article was a photograph of a Keystone 

marker for the village of Effort!  Needless to say, I was very excited 

with my discovery.  I just knew they had to exist in Monroe County! 
(Continued on page 5) 

From the Executive Director           Amy Leiser 

Executive Director Amy Leiser at 
the Capital building in Harrisburg. 

A 1960 image of the Effort  

Keystone Marker. 
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MCHA Sponsors 
 

Many thanks to our Sponsors.  
Please let them know you             

appreciate their support of the 
Monroe County 

Historical Association. 
 

Small Business ($150.00) 
Bailey’s Steakhouse 

Dunbar Enterprises, Inc. 
Frailey Insurance Agency 

Huffman’s Electric 
Inn at Pocono Manor 

Smuggler’s Cove 
Strunk-Albert Engineering 

The Frogtown Inn & 6 Acres Restaurant 
The Stone Bar Inn 

Thomas Funeral Home 
 

Corporate ($250.00) 
A. C. Henning Enterprises, Inc. 

ESSA Bank and Trust 
KNBT, Division of National Penn Bank 
Newman, Williams, Mishkin, Corveleyn, 

Wolfe and Fareri                                         
PNC Wealth Management                           
Pocono Living Magazine 

Pocono Produce Company 
Shawnee Inn and Golf Resort 

Skytop Lodge 
 

Municipal ($250.00) 
Borough of East Stroudsburg 
Borough of Mount Pocono 
Borough of Stroudsburg 

Hamilton Township 
Middle Smithfield Township 

Pocono Township 
Smithfield Township 

Stroud Township 
 

Educational ($250.00) 
East Stroudsburg University of PA 
Northampton Community College 
Pocono Mountain School District 

Stroudsburg Area School District 
 

Contributor ($500.00 and more) 
PPL Electric Utilities - $1,000.00 
Rotary Club  of the Stroudsburgs 

 
 

The Monroe County Historical  

Association receives generous 

support from the 
 

Pennsylvania Historical & 

Museum Commission  
 

and the  
 

Monroe County  

Commissioners. 
 

Thank you! 

Calendar of Events 
 

Monday, September 20, 2010 
 

4th Annual Golf Tournament  
Mountain Manor Golf Club  

 

 

Sunday, September 26, 2010 
 

Antique Appraisal Day 
1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Community Room, Eastern Monroe Public Library  
 $10.00 per item 

Area appraisers will be available to tell you about  
your antiques and their value.  

Discover treasures you may already own! 
 

 

Sunday, October 3, 2010 
 

3rd Annual 8K Run for History 
$18.00 pre-registered participants/ $25.00 day of race 

The race begins and ends at the Historic Antoine Dutot Museum and Gallery in Delaware 
Water Gap. Enjoy the autumn scenery as the trail winds through beautiful Cherry Valley. 

 
 

November Special Exhibit 

A Retrospect of Cullen Yates 
Shawnee Inn and Golf Resort 

Details to follow 

 

Monroe County’s 175th  
 

Monroe County’s 175th Anniversary will be celebrated in 
2011.  The Monroe County Commissioners are working 
with local historical societies, municipalities, and indi-

viduals to form a committee to develop the celebration 
plans.  If you are interested in joining the committee, 
please plan to attend the next meeting on Friday, August 
20, 2010 at 1:30 pm in Room 203 of the Monroe County 

Administration Building.  For more information on    
Monroe County’s 175th Anniversary plans, call Angi at 
570-517-3102. 
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Welcome  
New Members! 

 

as of  May 20, 2010 

 

 
 

Lloyd E. Bentzoni 
Marti Drumheller and John Beitler 

Christine and Mark Jones 
James R. Pallitto 
Andrew Scott 
Gary Snyder 

 

Member get a Member 

 
 

Bill Grumbine 
 

Historical Marker dedicated in 

Smithfield Township  

Pride in preserving the history of  

Monroe County 
 

Free Admission 

 to all MCHA sites 
 

10% discount in our Gift Shop 
 

The Fanlight, our newsletter, 

issued 6 times a year 
 

Volunteer Opportunities 
 

Genealogy Assistance 
 

Discounts on MCHA events 
 

Advanced notice of all MCHA   

programs, events,  workshops 
 

Discount Research Assistance 

Benefits of Membership 

On Friday, July 2, 2010, the 

Pennsylvania Historical and 

M u s e u m  C o m m i s s i o n ,        

together with the Smithfield 

Township Board of Supervi-

sors, the Middle Smithfield 

Township Board of Supervi-

sors, and the Eastern Monroe 

R e g i o n a l  C o m m i s s i o n        

dedicated an official State     

Historical Marker commemo-

rating the Shawnee/Minisink     

Archaeological Site at Rivers 

Edge Park in Minisink Hills. 

 

The Shawnee-Minisink  archaeological site is unique because it reflects a record of 

Native American occupation in the Upper Delaware River Valley spanning from 

the last Ice Age nearly 13,000 years ago until European contact.   
 

A permanent display of the Native American artifacts collected from the Shawnee-

Minisink site will be located at the Smithfield Township Municipal Center.       

Congratulations to all of the municipal supervisors, staff, volunteers, and           

individuals who worked to ensure this pre-historic story has been  documented, 

promoted and preserved. 

 

 

 

l to r: Kurt Carr, Senior Curator Depart-

ment of  Archaeology, PA State  

Museum; Joseph Gingerich,  University 

of  Wyoming; Michael Stewart, Temple 

University; Charles Kirkwood, 

Shawnee Inn; Standing: Donald Kline, 

avocational archaeologist and site   

discoverer 
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Membership Form 

Did you know that the entire second floor of the Stroud Mansion is 

available for small groups to rent?  While the MCHA has held          

numerous events in the meeting room, many members of the public do 

not realize the space is open to rent.   The open floor plan of the     

Meeting Room is very conductive for parties, workshops, meetings,        

concerts, exhibits and more.  We have even had rehearsal dinners and 

weddings in the Stroud Mansion!  The adjoining dining room and 

kitchen are all part of the package. 
 

Recently, the Pocono Photo Club held an exhibit at the Stroud Mansion 

titled, Places and Faces.  Over 25 framed photographs hung in the 

beautiful second-floor Meeting 

Room.  In preparing for the 

exhibit, two of our dedicated 

volunteers, Kathy Boyle and 

Joan Groff, were determined to 

give the room a fresh coat of 

paint.  As far as could be   

determined, the last time the 

room had been painted was 

during the 1994 renovations.  

An attractive deep blue color 

was chosen, and our         

volunteers got to work.  The 

only cost to the MCHA was the 

paint; volunteers brought their own brushes, pans, and dropcloths.  

Needless to say, painting is a tough job.  From cutting-in around the old 

woodwork to climbing up and down ladders, our volunteers worked 

hard but did it all with a smile.  Of course, one project always leads to 

another, so Museum Assistant Halle Smith cleaned and polished the 

hardwood floors while Evelyn Smith steam-cleaned the carpets.  
 

The volunteers are now eyeing the rest of the second floor and have 

decided to paint in the adjacent dining room 

during the cooler Autumn months.  The goal 

is to have the entire second floor ready for 

all of the activities planned for the holiday 

season. 
 

If you are interested in renting out the     

second floor Meeting Room, or just stopping by to see the beautiful job 

our volunteers did, please contact the office for more information at   

570-421-7703. 

        RENEWAL             NEW MEMBER 

Please check appropriate category. 
 

Annual Contributions  
(Includes Annual Membership Dues) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Name____________________________________ 
 
Address___________________________________ 
 
City_____________________________________ 
 
State ________________ Zip_________________ 
 
Telephone_____________________________________ 
 
E-mail________________________________________ 
 

 Please call me about volunteer opportunities. 
 

Please detach and mail to: 
Monroe County Historical Association 

900 Main Street 
Stroudsburg, PA  18360 

 

Referred by:______________________________________ 
 

Thank you for your support. 

 Patron $50.00 

 Supporter $100.00 

 Business $150.00 

 Corporation/Municipal $250.00 

 Contributor $500.00 

      LIFE  

 Individual Life Membership $1,000.00 

Spouse joining (Life)  at the same time   $500.00 

 Student $10.00 

 Individual $25.00 

 Family $35.00 

 Senior Individual (65 and over) $15.00 

 Senior Couple (65 and over) $20.00 

Have your next function at 

the historic Stroud Mansion 

Joan Groff cuts in a panel in the 
Stroud Mansion meeting Room. 
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MCHA Officers 
 

President - David B. Thomas  

Vice-President - Martin Wilson 

Secretary - Eugenia S. Eden 

Treasurer -  Patricia Saylor 
 

Board of Directors 
 

Ruth Sibley Bensinger 

Charles Eyer 

Charles Garris 

Joan B. Groff  

 William Leonard Jr. 

John Meixell 

George Warden 

James Werkheiser 

 

Executive Director - Amy Leiser 

Newsletter Editor - Kathleen Boyle 

Museum Assistant - Halle Smith 

Bookkeeper - Margie Manner 

 
 

 

2010 Meetings 
 

The MCHA Board of Directors meets 
the fourth Tuesday of the month 

 at 7:00 p.m. at the Stroud Mansion.   
 
 

August 24 

September 28 

October 26 

November 23 

December – no meeting 

The mission of the  
Monroe County         

Historical Association 
 is to promote, protect 
and preserve the rich 

history of Monroe 
County. 

 

The Keystone Marker Trust is an organization working not only to document and preserve these 

pieces of Pennsylvania history, but also to locate old photographs and historical records to             

re-establish these markers in towns.  Many times the signs were damaged and they ended up in 

someone’s basement or a township’s garage. 
 

Do you remember seeing a keystone marker located in any Monroe County borough, township line, 

creeks, trails etc.?  If so, please let me know.  Send me an e-mail at mcha@ptd.net or call the office 

at (570) 421-7703.   It would be great to document these markers throughout Monroe County and 

work with the individuals at the Keystone Marker Trust to get them put back.   

 

For more information on the Keystone Marker Trust, please visit their web site at 

www.keystonemarkertrust.org.   

(Continued from page 1) 

Sarah Spider makes 

Thomas Jefferson’s Lemon Curd Pudding 
 

Thomas Jefferson had three lemon pudding recipes in his collection – aptly named 

No.1, No.2. and No. 3.  Lemon pudding No. 2 appears to have come from Philadelphia 

and is the most tart of the three. 
 

Cream 1 cup butter with 1 cup sugar. 

Beat 6 egg yolks until light. 

Add juice and grated rind of 2 lemons. 

Combine the mixtures and beat together until very light. 

Add a pinch of salt. 

Pour into a baking dish lined with puff paste (pastry). 

Bake ¾ of an hour in a moderate oven. 
 

If butter and sugar are melted together and the eggs added while warm, it will make 

a transparent pudding (Kimball 92). 
 

Kimball, Marie. Thomas Jefferson’s Cook Book. Richmond, Va.: Garrett & Massie, 

1938. 

“Wish List” 
 

We are in desperate need of a new dehumidifier for the      

basement kitchen exhibit of the Stroud Mansion.  The one we 

had gave us years of service, but it just does not function any 

longer.  A good dehumidifier is essential to the safe keeping of 

the many iron  artifacts that are part of the Colonial kitchen 

setting.  The cost of a new dehumidifier is about $250.00.  
 

Anyone who wishes to help in the purchase of a new dehumidi-

fier should contact us, 570-421-7703.  Please know that you are 

helping to preserve history and that your generosity would be 

most appreciated.   
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Musings from the Mansion   Reporter in Residence, Monroe Mouse    

I never saw so many people in the Mansion concerned about the 

weather during the first week in June.  Then I realized the level of 

concern was because Saturday, June 5, was “Olde Time Fun in the 

Park.”  Of course they should be concerned.  Rain would force all the 

activities inside.  I scurried about trying to help volunteers get things 

organized to take to the park.  This year was going to be extra special 

because we were sponsoring an Alex’s Lemonade Stand, the      

donations from which would go to pediatric cancer research.   
 

Saturday began with overcast skies, but just as we finished setting up 

the activity stations the sun came out.  I must say the volunteers had 

as much fun as the children.  Just watching the youngsters make pin 

wheels, plant 

seeds, work a 

spinning wheel, 

and participate in 

all of the other 

activities was 

total entertain-

ment for every-

one.  One little 

boy assured me 

that he was  

going to do every 

activity -- and he 

did!  Another child said in awe, “How did you do that?” when our Math 

Magic volunteer correctly guessed the date of his birthday.  The three 

teenagers who manned Alex’s Lemonade Stand are definitely future 

entrepreneurs.  They welcomed visitors, invited them to have a cup of 

lemonade and to make a donation.  All the proceeds went directly to 

Alex’s Foundation at no expense to MCHA because of the generous 

donat ion of  al l      

supplies by KeyCo 

W a r e h o u s e  o f 

Stroudsburg.  

 

We all commented 

that it is delightful    

seeing families spend-

ing quality time     

together away from 

the TV and video games.  It was an enjoyable day for all and we look 

forward to a  bigger and better event next year. 
 

All the lemonade got me thinking about lemons in general.  Christo-

pher Columbus brought lemon seeds from Europe on his 1493    

voyage.  The British Navy  knew that citrus fruit would combat scurvy  

and every sailor received a ration of citrus fruit on long voyages.  

Lemons were very desirable in Colonial America; however, they were 

only found on rare occasions in the homes of wealthy.  Lemon     

desserts were a treat on special occasions.  That made me think of 

finding a lemon dessert recipe in a Colonial cookbook.  I am sure if I 

left the page open to it, Sarah Spider or someone here at 

the Mansion would be enticed to try it and would     

definitely leave a few morsels for me! 

Find  Thomas Jefferson’s recipe                      
f or Lemon Curd Pudding                          
on page 5  

All ages had a fun afternoon. 

Math Magic activities amazed and          
entertained the crowd. 

The Pennsylvania Civil War Road Show is a traveling exhibition experience that will 

tour the state between 2011 and 2015 making stops in all sixty-seven counties.  The 

exhibit space is a 53-foot tractor trailer that will bring interactive exhibits and activities 

in the trailer and will feature unique programs and performances under a Civil War-era 

tent.   

The Monroe County Historical Association is pleased to partner with Quiet Valley  

Living Historical Farm and the Eastern Monroe Public Library to bring this traveling 

display to the area.  The Pennsylvania Civil War Road Show will be in Monroe County 

from June 23 – 27, 2011 and will be set up at Quiet Valley Living Historical Farm, 

Stroudsburg.  No corner of the state was untouched by the Civil War. Through the use 

of images, sound, words, objects and interactive multimedia, the Road Show will convey stories of the many different ways Pennsylvania’s 

men, women, children and communities experienced the Civil War, both on the battlefield and the home front. Watch for upcoming details about 

this great opportunity to view the Road Show in future editions of The Fanlight. 

PA Civil War Road Show coming to Monroe County 



July - August  2010 

 

 7 

Accessions from more than 8 decades at the Stroud Mansion elicit 

much information amid the dust and spider webs. A recent perusal of 

several different types of almanacs has educated me, made me smile 

or wonder and given me food for thought. Perhaps you’ll enjoy pon-

dering these excerpts too! 

The Village Grocer (peevishly): “Look here, Aaron! What makes you 

put the big apples on the top of the barrel?” 

The Honest Farmer (cheerfully): “What makes you comb that long 

scalp-lock over your bald spot?” 
 

In no way are the patience and philanthropy of the gentler sex more 

fully demonstrated than when they pay 40 cents for material for a 

doily for the church fair, add a dollar’s worth of work on that, then offer 

it for sale for 35 cents! So long as these instances abound, the race 

cannot be said to be growing wholly selfish! 
 

Managing farm workers is a science few have studied sufficiently. 

Plan the work is the best manner, in the least time equals a savings in 

dollars and cents. Work should be done properly, on time with as little 

time between jobs as possible. No man can well manage a set of 

workers without 

putting some thought on it. Thinking is not as easy as it seems. To 

think in a logical manner requires effort. 
 

The anatomy of a man’s body is said to be governed by the 12 con-

stellations. Now, Leo and Virgo (July to August) are allied with the 

heart and bowels. 
 

Fairy Pudding: Stir 3 tbsp. cornstarch into 1 pint boiling water, mixed 

smooth with a little cold water, the juice of a lemon, piece of butter the 

size of a walnut and 1 beaten egg. It will thicken up nicely in 3-4 min-

utes then run into a mold. To be eaten with sugar and cream or rich 

milk. 
 

Simple Cure for Earache: Place a wad of cotton in the bowl of a com-

mon tobacco pipe. Drop upon it 8-10 drops of chloroform, covering 

with another wad of cotton. Place the stem to the affected ear, and 

then blow into the bowl; in many cases the pain will cease almost 

immediately! 
 

“How did you come to fall into the river?” Pat was asked as he was 

being rescued.    “I didn’t come to fall in, I came to fish.” 

Agricultural Almanac, 
 a Century ago!        Joan Groff 

It is certainly amazing what can be accomplished with a little help 

from the friends of MCHA. This spring, the Stroud Mansion garden-

ers were thrilled to receive both labor and plants from several gener-

ous sources.  What would have been an impossible task, removing 

shrubs by hand that were decades old, was accomplished in two 

hours by two men with a machine every gardener would love to own.     

Russell D. Scott III, owner of Dunbar Enterprises Inc., graciously 

loaned his equipment and two landscapers to clear away the old 

bushes creating a place to install our herb garden.  The two landsca-

pers did a meticulous job and they even rescued a robin’s nest     

during the shrub removal!  Kathy Vogel of Vogel’s FlowerMart     

provided a shrub  

replacement and nu-

merous fragrant herbs 

for the new garden. 
 

Most people who stop 

by the Mansion are 

surprised that there is 

a garden as was the 

case with B.J. Bach-

man , Monroe County 

archivist. After taking a tour 

of the garden, B.J. appeared 

several days later with flats of  

petunias to add summer 

color. The Stroud Mansion 

gardeners are grateful for the 

generosity of all these     

individuals. 
 

The remainder of the       

summer will be dedicated to 

refining established beds, 

nurturing the herb garden, 

pruning the shrubs on the 

perimeter of the Mansion and 

hopefully beginning a project 

that will take more strength 

than some of our gardeners have.  That is creating a small patio with 

existing slate and leveling the slate walkways.  So if you or anyone 

you know would like to volunteer for this project, please contact us.  

And of course we continue to welcome anyone who enjoys doing 

basic garden tasks.  Call for 570-421-7703 for details.  

Garden Thyme  

MCHA Gardeners Ed Florey and 
Evelyn Smith 



 

E-mail address - mcha@ptd.net 
Fax (570) 421-9199 

Web site - www.monroehistorical.org  
 

Stroud Mansion 
900 Main Street, Stroudsburg (570) 421-7703 

11:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m., Tuesday - Friday 
10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m., 1st and 3rd Saturdays 

Tours daily at 11:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. 
 

Driebe Freight Station Art Gallery 
537 Ann Street, Stroudsburg  

Open for special events throughout the year. 
 

The Bell School 
Cherry Valley Road, Stormsville - Hamilton Township 

1:00 - 4:00 p.m., Sundays, July and August 
Closed Sunday, July 4, 2010 

Other times by special appointment. 
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The Monroe County Historical Association 

has a “fan” page on facebook and we 

would love to have your support.  Keep   

up-to-date on all of the latest historical 

happenings, events, fundraisers and    

activities throughout Monroe County.   
 

Visit the MCHA Web site at http://monroehistorical.org and 

click on the facebook logo on the right.  Become a fan of 

the Monroe County Historical Association through your 

facebook account today and be sure to suggest it to all of 

your friends. See you on the web!  

Wouldn’t you like to see this newsletter in 

color?  Send us an e-mail at mcha@ptd.net 

with “Fanlight” in the subject and we’ll add 

your name to the private distribution list.  

Thank you for helping us to “go green!” 


